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Skilled workers a big issue for SMEs
AUSTRALIAN small and medi-

um-sized enterprises were
not expecting difficulty with
loan repayments despite

recent interest rate rises.
A survey conducted for four weeks

in March and April by accountancy
and tax advisory practice MGI, has
found credit presented only isolated
problems, with most businesses
saying the difficulty was employing
workers.

"Most of the SMEs surveyed rated
lack of skilled workers as a much
more serious issue for them than
arranging or maintaining financing
for their businesses," MGI spokesper-
son Des Caulfield said.

"Our research indicates that this
sector, which is the nation's major
employer, is in good shape."

Mr Caulfield also said SMEs were
concerned about the payroll tax they
were charged when hiring workers.
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HEADLINE: Looking to changes from summit

AUTHOR: Mark Fenton-Jones

Small business has welcomed proposals at the Australia 2020 Summit to cut red tape, improve the skilled
labour force and promote innovation. A recent survey by MGI showed that the skills shortage and state
payroll tax were the biggest issues of concern for small and medium enterprises. The managing director of
Tasmanian firm Ashgrove Cheese, Jane Bennett, said it would be a ‘tragedy’ if federal and state Labor
governments failed to act on regulatory reforms. Other proposals at the ideas summit included a funding
scheme for parental leave, and National Australia Bank CEO Ahmed Fahour’s push to deliver affordable
loans to small business operators. The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry was more concerned
with creating a broadly based services economy. ‘Impediments to the efficient functioning of services
industries need to be identified,’ ACCI director and Park Homes CEO Tony Park wrote in a paper prior to
last weekend’s summit. ‘Investment in technology and skills development is as important for entrepreneurs
as it is for students and employees,’ Mr Park said.
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REPAYMENTS

Not a concern
SMALL and medium-sized enter-
prises are not expecting difficulty
with loan repayments despite re-
cent interest rate rises, according
to a survey.

Credit presents only isolated
problems and most businesses say
the difficulty in employing workers
is more of a problem, according to
MGI, an association of more than
200 accounting firms.
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Skills lack
hits SMEs

AUSTRALIAN small
and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs)
were not expecting
difficulty with loan
repayments despite
recent interest rate
rises, a survey found.

Credit presented
only isolated prob-
lems but difficulty in
employing skilled
workers was more of a
concern. The survey
of 350 SMEs was done
by MGI, an associ-
ation of more than 200
accounting firms in 75
countries, in March
and April. AAP
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Staffing
is main
problem
for SME

SYDNEY: Australian
small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs)
are not expecting
difficulty with loan
repayments despite
recent interest rate rises,
a survey shows.

Credit presents only
isolated problems and
most businesses say the
difficulty in employing
workers is more of a
problem, MGI, an
association of more than
200 accounting firms in
75 countries said.

"Most of the SMEs
surveyed rated lack of
skilled workers as a much
more serious issue for
them than arranging or
maintaining financing
for their businesses,"
MGI managing
committee member Des
Caulfield said.

"Our research
indicates that this sector,
which is the nation's
major employer, is in

good shape."
Mr Caulfield also said

SMEs were concerned
about the amount of
payroll tax they
were charged when
hiring workers.

MGI surveyed 350 of
its clients in Australia by
phone and face to face,
over four weeks in March
and April.

Aussie corner deli
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Workers the problem
AUSTRALIAN small
and medium sized
enterprises (SMEs) are
not expecting difficulty
with loan repayments
despite recent interest
rate rises according to a
survey.

Credit presents only
isolated problems and
most businesses say the
difficulty in employing
workers is more of a
problem, according to
MGI, an association of
more than 200 account-

ing firms in 75 countries.
"Most of the SMEs

surveyed rated lack of
skilled workers as a
much more serious issue
for them than arranging
or maintaining financing
for their businesses,"
MGI managing com-
mittee member Des
Caulfield said.

"Our research indi-
cates that this sector,
which is the nation's
major employer, is in
good shape."
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Loans no problem:
Australian small and medium-
sized enterprises are not
expecting difficulty with loan
repayments despite recent interest
rate rises, according to a survey
by MGI, a global association of
accounting firms. Credit presents
only isolated problems and most
businesses say the difficulty in
employing workers is more of a
problem. "Most of the SMEs
surveyed rated lack of skilled
workers as a much more serious
issue for them than arranging or
maintaining financing for their
businesses," MGI managing
committee member Des Caulfield
said. "Our research indicates that
this sector, which is the nation's
major employer, is in good shape."
Mr Caulfield also said SMEs were
concerned about the amount of
payroll tax they were charged
when hiring workers. MGI
surveyed 350 of its clients in
Australia by phone and face to
face in March and April.
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SMEs doing fine
AUSTRALIAN small and medium
sized enterprises (SMEs) are not ex-
pecting difficulty with loan repayments
despite recent interest rate rises, ac-
cording to a survey.

Credit presents only isolated prob-
lems and most businesses say the diffi-
culty in employing workers is more of a
problem, according to MGI, an associ-
ation of more than 200 accounting
firms in 75 countries.

"Most of the SMEs surveyed rated
lack of skilled workers as a much more
serious issue for them than arranging
or maintaining financing for their busi-
nesses," said MGI managing commit-
tee member Des Caulfield.

"Our research indicates that this
sector, which is the nation's major em-
ployer, is in good shape."
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Rate pain not too bad: survey
SMALL and medium-sized enterprises are not expect-
ing difficulty with loan repayments despite recent in-
terest rate rises, according to a survey.

Credit presents only isolated problems and most
businesses say the difficulty in employing workers is
more of a problem, according to MGI, an association of
more than 200 accounting firms in 75 countries.

"Most of the SMEs surveyed rated lack of skilled
workers as a much more serious issue for them than ar-
ranging or maintaining financing for their businesses,"
MGI managing committee member Des Caulfield said.

"Our research indicates that this sector, which is the
nation's major employer, is in good shape."
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